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who already have a working knowledge of electricity and a technical vocabulary. 
The popular books, written for the amateur, have been limited largely to the 
construction of wireless apparatus. Some few have combined the construc- 
tion of apparatus and the theory of its operation. These, in the main, have 
been too difficult for the boy or average adult reader. This has left the field 
open for a book which presents the theory of operation and the construction 
of wireless apparatus in a readable form. 

To meet the demand for a non-technical discussion of wireless communica- 
tion, Mr. A. Frederick Collins has prepared a handbook 1 for radio amateurs. 
This book may be read alike by the wide-awake boy and the adult amateur. 
The book is a valuable contribution to the existing field of radio literature 
since it presents this rather difficult subject from two angles: the construction 
and purchase of wireless apparatus and the underlying principles of its 
operation. 

The book contains chapters on both wireless transmission and the recep- 
tion of wireless messages. The early chapters contain descriptions of the con- 
struction and operation of very simple sets. The later chapters are pro- 
gressively more difficult as they take up new devices which improve the simple 
sets first described. This makes it possible to get a clear understanding of the 
more complex types of apparatus by first mastering the principles underlying 
the simpler sets. A very important feature of the book is the appendix which 
contains a list of books on wireless, a list of the manufacturers of wireless appara- 
tus, definitions of common wireless terms, and other useful information. 

The book is suitable for a supplementary text in the high school and will 
be of interest to any amateur experimenter in the wireless field. 

Wilbur L. Beauchamp 

Civic education. — No subject in education is receiving more attention at 
the present time from writers and speakers than that of education for citizen- 
ship. It is tempting to analyze the causes of this output, but the purpose of this 
review is not to tell why so much is written on this subject but to discuss Pro- 
fessor Snedden's recent book 2 in which he attempts to do more than has been 
done in most of the books of this character, by writing for the purpose of directly 
stimulating the teacher to a more adequate endeavor in utilizing the social 
sciences in the development of social qualities. The author states the purpose 
of the book as follows: 

This book is designed to aid teachers and other educators who are seriously trying 
to find and develop more purposive and effectual objectives and means of civic educa- 
tion. The discussions and conclusions here presented are based upon these convictions: 
(a) that the aims or objectives of any purposed type of education must first of all be 

1 A. Frederick Collins, The Radio Amateur's Handbook. New York: Thomas Y. 
Crowell Co., 1922. Pp. xxx+355. 

2 David Snedden, Civic Education. Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York: World 
Book Co., 1922. Pp. xvi+333. $2.16. 
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derived from studies, essentially sociological in their nature, of the needs of con- 
temporary societies, especially as evidenced in the adult member thereof; (6) that it is 
just as practicable and desirable to use a precise and specific terminology in education 
as in other fields of applied science; and (c) that what should properly be called civic 
education is only one part or type of education, — a part of increasing relative impor- 
tance indeed, — and that as respects specific aims and essential methods it will differ 
greatly from other types. 

The problem of outlining a course in civic education is one of the most 
difficult to be attempted in the whole field of education, and it is therefore no 
wonder that the reader feels somewhat disappointed at not finding a more 
effective outline of the objectives of civic education and a more definite method 
of realizing those objectives. For instance, Professor Snedden might have 
rendered greater help to the teacher by pointing out specifically the situations 
not only in the immediately social subjects but in all of the subjects in the 
curriculum which lend themselves to the realization of civic habits, knowledge, 
and attitudes. 

This very important task, however, has been left for someone else to per- 
form as the limits of the book did not permit the author to do this. What he 
has done, and done rather effectively, is to point out the sociological meaning 
of education, the problems of education for democracy, and the fundamental 
means and methods of civic education. The author recognizes the fact that 
civic education is in the formative stage. For this reason he does not attempt 
to present a specific program — a definite course of study. He does make defi- 
nite suggestions, raises questions, some of which may not be answered in this 
generation, and seeks to provide a basis for the interpretation of the needs of 
education for citizenship in our democracy. The book is more than a teachers' 
handbook. It seeks to provide and to interpret educational theory and to 
arouse a deeper interest in educational values. The book, therefore, is a valu- 
able addition to the literature of educational sociology and will, no doubt, 
stimulate thought and activity among educators in the direction of a better 

solution of the problem of civic education. _ _ _, 

E. George Payne 

New York University 

An industrial history of the United States. — The keynote of all American 
history, from whatever point of view it may be written, is found in the efforts 
of an enterprising and energetic people to appropriate and to develop the vast 
natural resources of a country and there to realize their ideals of liberty and 
government. An account of the industrial development of the United States 
is not less interesting or dramatic than the political history, while it is absolutely 
essential to a thorough understanding of the latter. A recent textbook 1 
aims, not to rehearse the events common to the political and constitutional 

1 Louis Ray Wells, The Industrial History of the United States. New York: 
Macmillan Co., 1922. Pp. xii+584. 



